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RURBANIVE launches Open Call to transform rural-urban 

connectivity 
 

Offers up to €100,000 per project in funding for innovative solutions 

 

In an effort to fuel the growth of digital solutions for rural-urban synergies and to maximize 

project impact, RURBANIVE has officially launched its Open Call for projects. With a budget 

of €600,000, RURBANIVE’s Open Call aspires to fund innovative and disruptive ideas that will 

help transform communities and boost the well-being and economy of rural-urban areas. 

 

RURBANIVE invites consortia of 2-4 parties, including at least one technology and service 

provider and one end-user, to submit proposals that address societal and environmental 

challenges. These challenges span a variety of critical areas such as improving logistics and 

shortening value chains, ecosystem and biodiversity restoration, regional circular bioeconomy 

development, user engagement and empowerment, culture and heritage promotion, and 

enhanced mobility. 

 

Each selected project stands to receive up to €100,000, with individual partners eligible for 

funding between €20,000 and €60,000. This financial support aims to accelerate the 
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development and implementation of innovative solutions that bridge the gap between rural 

and urban communities. 

 

Bridging Communities with RUEs 

 

More specifically, applicants are expected to propose Rural-Urban Enablers (RUEs), meaning 

digital solutions or other types of advanced technologies, based on the six identified domains 

of RURBANIVE:  

1. Improving logistics, and shortening value chains: refers to the flow of resources 

between rural communities and urban hubs, investigating new ways by which 

reciprocal growth can be achieved. 

2. Ecosystem and biodiversity restoration: includes degraded, arid soil ecosystems, 

like quarrying operations, targets in local plant community reinstallation (drought 

tolerant plant species), and integration of natural and agricultural ecosystems in a 

uniform landscape by introducing novel, microbiome-based, restoration technologies 

and processes. 

3. Regional circular bioeconomy development: includes optimizing regional residual 

biomass streams by data collection, visualizing resource flows, and developing 

innovation pathways based on environmental, social, and economic factors in 

sustainable and resilient city-region areas. 

4. User engagement, empowerment, society and territorial awareness: centred on 

empowering individuals and communities, particularly in rural and underserved areas, 

by fostering a deep connection to their environment and society. 

5. Culture, landscape and heritage access and promotion: focuses on enhancing the 

appeal and accessibility of rural cultural and natural heritage for urban visitors, and 

potentially prospective future inhabitants for the rural areas. 

6. Enhanced mobility: refers to mobility patterns of citizens, existing infrastructure and 

other accessibility constraints to investigate how commuting between rural and urban 

communities takes place. Enhanced mobility paves the way for a holistic approach 

towards mobility, where all people, and especially Vulnerable Road Users (VRUs), can 

optimally utilize the urban space and reach their destinations on time. 

 

The Open Call intends to enrich RURBANIVE’s Community Store, a digital hub offering 

enhanced capabilities for accessing solutions and services. By incorporating at least six new 

RUEs, the initiative seeks to expand the reach and impact of these enablers across diverse 

regional contexts and socio-economic conditions. 

 

The implementation of selected projects will follow a structured 12-month timeline divided into 

three phases between September 2025 and August 2026. 

 

Proposals for the Open Call must be submitted digitally through the opencalls.fund platform 

by March 31, 2025, at 17:00 CET. For more information, interested parties can visit 

RURBANIVE’s official website. 

https://opencalls.fund/
https://rurbanive-project.eu/open-call/
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To ensure the quality and fairness of the selection process, RURBANIVE is seeking 

experienced evaluators. If you are interested in being an evaluator you can apply here.   

 

Notes to editors 

At a glance - Key facts and figures 

Instrument European Commission Funding 

EC Funding € 5.495.530,00 

Duration 4 years, 2024-2027 

Consortium A total of 17 partners from 8 countries 

 

To learn more about the RURBANIVE project and stay up to date, visit https://rurbanive-
project.eu/ and follow us on social media:  

                           

                

 

Project Coordinator Dr. Angelos Amditis 

Institute of Communication and Computer Systems (ICCS) 

Ir. Politechniou 9, Zografou 157 73 

Project 

Communication 

George Papapostolou 

reframe.food 

L.Sofou 20, 57001 Thermi, Thessaloniki, Greece 

 

 

Disclaimer 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the 

author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or Research 

Executive Agency. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held 

responsible for them. 

 

 

https://opencalls.fund/Identity/Account/Register
https://rurbanive-project.eu/
https://rurbanive-project.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/rurbanive/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rurbanive/
https://www.instagram.com/rurbanive_eu/
https://www.youtube.com/@rurbaniveprojecteu
https://x.com/rurbanive
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Partners 

 


